
Silicon Valley Career Technical Education (SVCTE) Career and College Fair

SVCTE hosted it’s Career and College Fair on 
February 9th, 2018. MAPin was among several 
organizations present and shared valuable 
information about career and college planning. 
During the college fair, MAPin staff were available 
to answer questions and encourage students 

to take advantage of the MAPin  Center on 
campus. Representatives from Community 
Colleges, Universities, Trade Schools, 
Apprenticeships, Military Programs, and Career 
Resources gathered at SVCTE to meet students 
at this year’s College & Career Fair.
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Hoover Middle Schoolers showing
MAPin some appreciation

           PARTNER HIGHLIGHTS



On Friday, March 2nd and Saturday, March 
3rd, SVCP in partnership with Growth Sector’s 
Cyber Defenders Program, put on its first ever 
community college Hackathon at Malware 
Bytes in Santa Clara.  

Over 130 students applied online for a chance to earn 
one of the 65 spaces available.  In the end, 67 students 
participated coming from Foothill College, San Jose 
City College, Evergreen Valley College, West Valley 

College, Mission College, and Skyline College.  

The goals of the hackathon were for students to 
gain awareness of careers and in-demand skills 
in cybersecurity, expand their coding skills, and 
gain resume-quality experience by completing 
group projects to develop a cybersecurity tool or 
application.

During the hackathon, students received 
mentoring and assistance on their projects from 
cybersecurity professionals representing Malware 
Bytes, Intel, Visa, and Lib13.  In addition, senior 
staff from Malware Bytes presented guest lectures 
on relevant topics including “Artificial Intelligence 
in Cybersecurity.”  Some project groups were even 
provided data sets from Malware Bytes employees 
for use in their application.  While working on the 

projects, Growth Sector staff utilized the stunning 
Malware Bytes headquarters as a backdrop for 
professional LinkedIn headshots.

Project groups presented their work at the end of 
the hackathon.  Group project topics included the 
utilization of radio waves for information security, 
port-knocking, and iOS Swift-specific information 
security.  A majority of students reported this 
experience as their first exposure to cybersecurity, 
and many reported this as the first time they’d 
used the coding skills learned in class outside of 
the academic setting.

We’re looking forward to another employer-
hosted hackathon in May and the launch of our 
second Cyber Defenders Internship Program at 
San Jose City College in June.

Cyber Defenders Hackathon
at Malware Bytes

The California Department of Education 
(CDE) allowed for all California Career 
Pathway Trust (CCPT) consortiums to apply 
for a no-cost extension. This will enable 
consortiums to spend through the 2018-
2019 fiscal year. The two consortiums 
that form Silicon Valley Career Pathways, 

Metropolitan Education District (MetroED) 
CCPT and the Silicon Valley Engineering 
Tech Pathways (SVETP), applied and were 
approved for this no-cost extension. SVCP 
is excited for the opportunity to complete 
any unfinished projects and prepare for 
sustainability.

           

Silicon Valley Career Pathways likes to highlight accomplished 
students each quarterly newsletter.

Students who participated in the Hackathon.
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Silicon Valley Career 
Pathways is Extending

EVENT
DATES

Stay informed of important dates and 
upcoming events. For more information 
or to schedule a workshop or appoint-
ment with MAPin, please contact our 
main office line or visit our website.

  3.2.18 - Cyber Defenders Hackathon 
at Malware Bytes

  3.30.18 - Santa Clara Water District - 
Paid Internship Instructor nominations due

 4.18.18 - STEM College Gateway -  
Mandatory Info night and application 

   6.8.18 - The Silicon Valley Organization 
- Strive Internship Program kickoff 

  6.18.18 - 7.26.18- STEM College Gateway  

MAPin OFFICE LINE:  408-723-4290

MAPin WEBSITE:  www.map-in.org

PARTNER HIGHLIGHTS

           STUDENT SPOTLIGHT



MAPin EVENTS

MAPin & Inner Heroes 
at Hoover Middle School
MAPin provided Hoover Middle School students 
with a three-part career exploration workshop 
serving over 350 7th graders. The goal was to 
promote early thinking about career awareness 

among middle school students.

During the first workshop, MAPin team 
introduced students to our services 
and a career personality assessment 
called Inner Heroes. In the following 
workshop, students used Inner Heroes 
to discover their personality and based 
on the results students identified a career 
that fits their strengths and talents. In 
the final workshop, students took the 

results from their assessment and used 
an employment-related search engine to 
discover the requirements for their chosen 
careers. It was during this workshop that 
students realized education beyond high 
school is an essential aspect of their 
career goals. Through these workshops, 
students gained skills to equip them in 
identifying a career they would ultimately 
thrive in and enjoy. 

Teachers and administrators enjoyed 
watching their students experience this 
opportunity to begin analyzing the big 
picture. Donald McCloskey, principal 

of Hoover Middle School, stated this 
experience “… starts having them think 
a little bit more than now, in the present, 
but where they might be headed both in 
high school and beyond.” 

It is our hope that the knowledge imparted 
in these workshops allow students to see 
how education provides a solid foundation 
for their careers. Hoover Middle school was 
our first participant in this endeavor, as we 
move forward, our goal is to bring these 
career awareness workshops to more 
middle schools in the area.

Cyber Defenders Hackathon
at Malware Bytes
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Hoover Middle School 7th graders posing for 
the camera after a workshop.
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MAPin provides access and opportunity to students, ages 16-24 within the Opportunity Youth Academy (OYA) program. 

MAPin & Opportunity Youth 
Academy Partnership
MAPin focuses on services enhancing career 
exploration, identification, planning, and 
readiness. Throughout the 2017-2018 academic 
year, MAPin has continued to grow and expand its 
services to OYA and has increased exponentially 
the number of students served in just six months.

During fall 2017 MAPin hosted one on-site 

office hour visit at each of the five sites 

and one workshop at two sites. MAPin has 

amplified its services to accommodate the 

clear need during spring 2018 and is in the 

process of providing 31 on-site office hour 

visits between all five sites, and a Successful 

Student and Resume Writing workshop at 

each of the five sites.

To date, MAPin has met with over 120 

students throughout the 2017-2018 

academic year, 33 students were assisted 

in fall 2017, and so far 88 students have 

been served this spring 2018. Each student 

participates in an initial meeting, and from 

there they work with a MAPin specialist that 

develops an individualized plan unique to 

that students needs. The goal is for each 

student to have a plan in place for when they 

graduate with their high school diploma. 

Each goal varies depending on the student. 

MAPin is available to support students in 

exploring and identifying their goal, followed 

by developing a plan to achieve that goal.

MAPin is excited that more and more OYA 

students are participating in follow-up 

meetings and will be graduating with a clear 

plan for their future.

4



      TODAY’S STUDENTS. TOMORROW’S WORKFORCE. MAPin EVENTS

MAPin & Opportunity Youth 
Academy Partnership

During March, MAPin coordinated three community college field trips for SVCTE students. There was a lot of interest and a rush to sign up. 
MAPin was excited to see the enthusiasm! 

Field trip one visited Evergreen Valley College 
(EVC) and Mission College. Students visited the 
nursing and automotive program at EVC and 
received information about various resources at 
Mission. 

During the second field trip, students went 

to San Jose City College (SJCC) where 

they visited cosmetology and the HVAC 

program, and West Valley College, who 

were gracious enough to have umbrellas 

ready on the rainy day. Lastly, the third 

field trip was to Foothill and De Anza 

MAPin takes SVCTE on 
College Tours

College. During the last field trip, students 

were able to hear from a Foothill theater 

professor and a De Anza professor from 

the justice department. 

All three field trips were an excellent 

opportunity for SVCTE students to learn 

about the various options available 

after they graduate from high school. 

Furthermore, students received 

information about the admissions 

process and requirements for admittance, 

allowing for a smooth transition for those 

attending community college in the 

future. MAPin would like to thank all six 

community colleges for contributing and 

making the experience a special one for 

participating students. MAPin would also 

like to especially thank Mission College, 

West Valley College and Foothill College 

for sponsoring lunch during their field 

trip. The students and chaperones were 

extremely appreciative.
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Sophie Harbist - MAPin Coach

New SVCP Team 
Members

J-Rah Poblano - MAPin Coach

Gianina Bebb - VCP Specialist, CCPT Student Momentum Points Perla Amaro - MAPin Coach
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J-RAH POBLANO

J-Rah Poblano joins the SVCP team as a Career/
University Mentor. She earned her bachelor’s 
degree in Psychology at University of California 
Santa Barbara and is in the process of obtaining her 
master’s degree in Education with a concentration 
in Counseling and Student Personnel at San 
Jose State University. As an undergraduate, 
J-Rah assisted in planning and implementing an 
outreach program targeting at-risk youth at local 
Santa Barbara high schools. The focus was to 
promote and educate on higher education access 
while providing workshops and guest speakers 
on the UCSB campus. Her goal is to provide equal 
opportunity access and guidance to students 
to assist them in reaching their educational and 
career objectives.

PEARLA AMARO

Perla Amaro is currently a student at San Jose 
State University (SJSU), majoring in Justice 
Studies with a minor in Human Rights set to 
graduate at the end of May 2018. Prior to attending 
SJSU, she graduated from San Jose City College 
where she worked under the METAS program as 
part of their Peer-Led Team Learning (PLTL). She 
also worked with METAS administration in March 
2015 at the Alliance of Hispanic Serving Institution 
Educators (AHSIE) Best Practices Conference 
in San Antonio, Texas as a student presenter for 
PLTL. She’s excited to be working with MAPin, as 
a University/Career Mentor.

SOPHIE HARBIST

Sophie Harbist is currently a sophomore at Santa 
Clara University studying Psychology with a 
minor in Communications. Before joining the 
SVCP team, Sophie volunteered her time working 
with children of all ages including, a preschool 
teacher’s aide, a mentor for incoming first-year 
students at her local high school, and assisted 
middle school students with their homework 
and other big projects. She is passionate about 
the educational field and is excited to join the 
team as a Career/University Mentor and will be 
supporting SVCP, for spring 2018 projects.

GIANINA BEBB

Gianina Bebb joined our team as an SVCP 
Specialist – CCPT Student Momentum Points. 
She has a background in Anthropology, and 
her expertize is quantitative and qualitative 
data collection. She is a San Jose State 
University alumni. Furthermore, she is 
very passionate about the development of 
education to further address the changes in 
the job market in the Silicon Valley.

As our program expands so does the need for great support staff. Say hello to 
our new MAPin and SVCP staff members.



Silicon Valley Career Pathways likes to highlight partners that go above and beyond.

Partner Spotlight: Yolanda 
Tapia & Maura Lozano Esquivel 

Invent Your Future - 
Dare2BDigital event at PayPal  
Dare2BDigital’s vision is to inspire young 
innovators to explore STEAM fields through 
interactive, hands-on learning experiences. 
From conferences to the innovation challenge, 
Dare2BDigital brings the world’s brightest 
minds together to kick-start fun, learning 
journeys. 

On March 3rd, Dare2BDigital, presented by Invent 
Your Future, in partnership with SVCP, held their 
premier STEAM event. In total, 148 students from 

SVCP TELEPHONE :      (408) 723-6467

SVCP E-MAIL:                  SVCP@metroed.net

SVCP ADDRESS:         760 Hillsdale Ave, Bldg 400 
                                                San Jose, CA 95136

SVCP MISSION:
To connect the educational community with business experts 
for the development of seamless career pathways to high skills, 
high wage and high growth opportunities into Silicon Valley’s 
innovative and ever-changing workforce.
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Yolanda Tapia -Student Support Specialist-SIATech 

Maura Lozano Esquivel -San Jose City College 
Counselor

For more information, 
please visit our website.

For story submissions, 
please email                 
SVCP@MetroEd.netwww.svcareerpathways.org

SVCP would like to take the time to highlight 
two individuals that have supported SVCP and 
MAPin programs this quarter. Yolanda Tapia, 
Student Support Specialist with SIATech, and 
Maura Lozano Esquivel, San Jose City College 
Counselor, showed passion and dedication for 
the great work being done in this region. 

On Friday, March 9th, MAPin hosted its third 
and final workshop for Hoover Middle School. 
Both Yolanda and Maura volunteered their 
time to conduct the last workshop.

Maura stated, “I am grateful to have been 
granted the opportunity to facilitate a series 

of career workshops with our local middle 
school students.  I strongly believe it is 
important to engage the younger generation 
in a broad dialogue that helps them clarify 
academic and personal goals before starting 
high school.  As a College Counselor at San 
Jose City College - Milpitas College Extension, 
I value our partnership with MAPin and look 
forward to expanding our efforts in helping 
our middle school students plan early and 
discover the value of higher education!”

Thank you both for your ongoing support, 
devotion, and enthusiasm for our students.

grades 9-12, met industry leaders from top global 
companies and experienced design thinking in 
action. Students engaged in an extraordinary 
day of STEAM exploration, fun and educational 
sessions with industry experts from companies 
including PayPal, Deloitte, AbbVie, and Tesla.

The educational problem-solving sessions 
incorporated design thinking, methodology, 
and included elements from multiple industry 
sectors like Transportation, Environment, Health 

& Wellness, Cryptocurrency/Microfinancing, 
Media, and Entertainment. 

The day was an overall success with post surveys 
revealing that 82% of attendees left the event with 
more interest in perusing technical careers. One 
student stated “ Yes, I want to be an engineer now!” 
while another said “ I want to go to more similar 
conferences in the future. I will also consider taking 
more tech courses and possibly college. I learned the 
possibilities are endless when it comes to design”. 

MAPIN OUTREACH 
EVENTS           PARTNER HIGHLIGHTS



ONGOING
PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT FOR 
FACULTY AND STAFF
THROUGH  ON-DEMAND 
INSTRUCTIONAL WEBINARS.

An Innovative Educators FREE Online Tool.

www.tutorlingo.org/svcp

www.SVCareerPathways.com

Follow us on Twitter, Instagram, and Facebook to stay                          
informed  of  the latest events and  career pathway news.


