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Alexandra Duran, Daniel Negrete, Claudia 
Barbosa, Janae Stewart, Alexis Maciel, 
Mariel Cepeda, Diane Rock, Megan Cross-
field and Lynette Grey

On Wednesday, July 19, the SVCP team 
members took part in a team retreat. 
The retreat consisted of a presentation 
given by team member Danny Negrete on 
how to utilize Slack for internal commu-
nications, and a presentation on SVCP’s 
communication and social media efforts 
by Mariel Cepeda. The team then partici-
pated in a work style assessment, which 
resulted in the members breaking out 
into further subgroups according to the 
style that they scored on the assessment. 
The team reacted positively to the test, as 
it provided the team members 

with an in-depth understanding of their 
work style and how to succeed in any 
environment. Afterwards, the SVCP team 
took new team pictures for the website 
and to display in the MYF center.
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Destiny Goddu, STEM Documentary participant and recent 
Engineering Technology  graduate of Las Positas College.



Nineteen-year-old, Arturo Perez, participated 
in San Jose City College’s Cyber Defenders 
Internship Program and completed West Valley 
Colleges STEM Core Program. He is currently 
in his second year at West Valley Community 
College pursuing a degree in mechanical 
engineering.

As a participant of the STEM Core Cohort, he 
showed perseverance to complete the intense 
course load. He continued to grow and thrive 
even when presented with challenges. Arturo 
stated, “I had a great time with the program 
because it prepared me for classes and taught 
me how to be a better student. I was thrown 
into a college environment without a direction 
of pursuing my goals, but the program allowed 
me to overcome such obstacles.” The Cyber 
Defenders program includes a fast-paced 

curriculum with assignments due each week. 
Mentors were available to support Arturo 
throughout the summer, and by the end, 
he was sufficient in Java. Additionally, the 
program allowed students to work in groups; 
his group focused on detecting Denial of 
Service (DDOS) attacks and blacklisted URSs. 

A culminating project consisted of the group 
designing a program that would operate 
various features to detect attacks. Arturo 
commented that he “learned a lot about 
programming and cybersecurity throughout 
the internship.” The Cyber Defenders 
internship allowed Arturo to explore a 
different career path as well as provided him 
with useful information. He is deciding to stick 
with mechanical engineering but is thankful 
for the opportunity to gain new skills.

Student Spotlight

On December 1st, 2017, Silicon Valley Career 
Pathways in partnership with Silicon Valley 
Leadership Group documented the Young 
Women’s Leadership Summit.

The Summit took place at the Juniper Networks 
Aspiration Dome, attended by over 100 middle 
school students from the south bay. The 
event featured notable speakers from the U.S. 

government and private sector. During the event, 
students participated in a bridge building activity. 
The objective was to work together to build a 
bridge that could hold the weight of a wooden 
car. Students succeed in the creation of bridge. 
Towards the conclusion of the event, students 
witnessed a demonstration of an FRC team’s 
t-shirt cannon robot. 

           

Arturo Perez Source: STEM Core Summer Internship Report 2017 West Valley College
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MYF Covers SVLG Young 
Women’s Leadership Summit

EVENT
DATES

Stay informed of important dates and 
upcoming events. For more information 
on the following events, or to schedule 
an event with MYF, please contact our 
main office line or visit our website.

 2.13.18 - MYF - Inner Heroes Workshop 
at Herbert Hoover Middle School 

 2.15.18 - MYF - Cash for College Workshop 

 3.6.18 - MYF - Inner Heroes Workshop 
at Herbert Hoover Middle School 

 3.22.18 - SVCP - District-Wide Career 
Pathways Expo

MAP YOUR FUTURE OFFICE LINE:                 
408-723-4290

MAP YOUR FUTURE WEBSITE:                  
www.map-your-future.org
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SVCP Helps Create STEM 
Core Documentary

This past August, SVCP and MYF 
team member, Daniel Negrete was 
approached by our partner, Growth 
Sector, to create a documentary about 
the STEM Core program.

The goal of the video was simple: 
highlight the program and demonstrate 
its success to prospective students, 
educators, and partners. With the help of 
Growth Sector and SVCP, Daniel Negrete 
was able to interview up to 10 students, 
industry partners, support staff, and 
administrators who are involved with 
the development and rollout of the 
STEM Core program. 

Participating students talked in great 
detail about the skills that STEM Core 
helped them develop and the exposure 
to STEM education that they might not 

have otherwise received. In addition, 
the students talked about how STEM 
Core prepared them in ways colleges are 
lacking the capacity for the labor market. 
Employers also shared anecdotes about 
their amazement on how well equipped 
the students were in comparison to 
their non-STEM Core peers.

The STEM Core video is a demonstration 
of the achievements educators and 
businesses can have when they work 
together to prepare students for the 
high skill, high wage, and high growth 
jobs that employers are looking to fill.
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      TODAY’S STUDENTS. TOMORROW’S WORKFORCE. 

Destiney demonstrating her skills.

Caz Pereira, discussing how STEM Core tailored its 
curriculum to suit the needs of businesses. 



MYF OUTREACH EVENTS       TODAY’S STUDENTS. TOMORROW’S WORKFORCE. 

Code For Fun is a non profit organization, located in the San Francisco Bay Area, committed to exposing all students to comput-
er science at an early age. Code For Fun offers after-school programs, camps, in school instruction and teachers training, through-
out the San Francisco Bay Area.

Sunita Tivare and Joseph Eftekhari Lead Instructors for Code For Fun spending one on one time with students during the boot camp.

MYF & Code For Fun Cyber 
Security Boot Camp

Todd Carper, CEO at Bonafeyed, LLC., industry 
professional guest speaker shared industry insights on 
the last day of camp.

From June 26th-30th, Silicon Valley Career 
Pathways in partnership with Invent Your Future 
hosted the Map Your Future Cybersecurity Ethical 
Hackers boot camp at Silicon Valley Career 
Technical Education Center in San Jose. Code For 
Fun, a nonprofit organization, conducted the boot 
camp.

Seats filled up fast as eager middle 

school students from various school 

within SVCP’s consortium signed up for 

the weeklong boot camp. The middle 

school students spent the week learning 

about cryptography, cybersecurity, 

Python programming language, malware 

detections, ethical hacking principles, 

and basic internet safety. At the end of 

the week, students gave a presentation 

to their instructors, parents, and fellow 

peers on the different encryption 

methods and internet safety. Students 

then received a certificate for their 

participation in the event.
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      TODAY’S STUDENTS. TOMORROW’S WORKFORCE. MYF OUTREACH EVENTS

Alison Lewis is the founder, and CEO of Switch Embassy, Fast Companies Most Influential Women of 2010, author, techno-stylist, blogger, designer, 
and sometimes TV Host. She holds a graduate degree from Parsons School of Design where she has taught fashion technology and fashion 
communication. 

On June 24th – 28th, Silicon Valley Career 
Pathways in partnership with Invent Your 
Future hosted the Map Your Future Engineering 
Products of the Future boot camp at the San 
Jose Evergreen Community College Extension 
Center in Milpitas, CA. 

Seats filled up fast as eager high school kids 

signed up for the week-long, in-depth boot 

camp with instructor Alison Lewis, CEO of 

Switch Embassy. After a quick evaluation of 

the overall class skill level, students learned 

how to code using Arduino, an open-source 

Alison Lewis explaining the basics of the Arduino code writing development environment.

MYF Engineering Future 
Products Boot Camp

electronics platform based on easy-to-

use hardware and software, intended for 

creating interactive projects. Students used 

the Arduino development environment 

to write code in a programming language 

to incorporate functioning Littlebits into 

wearable tech prototypes. The purpose of this 

boot camp was to give high school students 

a hands-on opportunity to work with the 

latest engineering tools to create wearable 

technology. Towards the end of the boot 

camp, students took part in a presentation 

to showcase the features and specifications 

of their products. The prototypes included 

a hoodie with built-in headphones, a stress 

sensing t-shirt that provides hugs, a smart 

purse capable of keeping track of its contents, 

jeans with an expandable waistband, and 

a baby safety monitor. On the last day, 

Silicon Valley Career Pathways awarded the 

students with a certificate of completion for 

their participation in the boot camp.
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Stay informed on important dates and 
upcoming events . For more information 
on the following events, or to schedule 
an event with MYF, please contact our 
main office line or visit our website.

 6.26.17 - MYF - Cybersecurity -Ethical 
Hackers Boot camp

 7.19.17 - MYF Engineering Products for 
the Future Boot camp

MAP YOUR FUTURE OFFICE LINE:                 
408-723-4290

MAP YOUR FUTURE WEBSITE:                  
www.map-your-future.org

New SVCP Team 
Members

Arden Ambrocio - Map Your Future Specialist

Nancy Becerra - Map Your Future Specialist

ARDEN AMBROCIO
Arden graduated from UC Davis in 2016 with a B.S. in Human Development and a B.A. in Psychology. During 
her undergrad, she became a teaching assistant for a summer enrichment program at UC Berkeley which is 
where she fell in love with working in education. Arden has worked with first-generation low-income high 
school students from all over the Bay Area. As a first-generation student herself, she is excited to share her 
knowledge of navigating the college application process and provide Higher Ed resources to students who 
are facing educational barriers within the community. 

NANCY BECERRA
Nancy is a first generation Latina, born and raised in Los Angeles, California. She attended UC Santa 
Cruz for her undergraduate studies, where she obtained a B.A. in Psychology and a minor in Education. 
It was during her undergraduate studies where Nancy found her commitment and passion for education. 
Throughout her journey and professional experience she has always been committed to helping students 
with their academic success and social development; in particular, she likes to focus and work with low-
income first-generation students.

As our program expands so does the need for talented support staff. Say hello to 
our new MYF and SVCP staff members.



Map Your Future Outreach Events are held to inform students, schools and the public about services offered by MYF and SVCP.           MYF OUTREACH EVENTS

Map Your Future (MYF) is partnering with 
SIATech to provide access and opportunity to 
career exploration, identification, planning, 
and readiness services to Opportunity 
Youth Academy (OYA) students. OYA serves 
educationally disengaged students, 16-24, 
earning their high school diploma. Throughout 
October and November, MYF staff visited each of 
the five OYA sites, building relationships with OYA 
students, teachers, and staff. During each visit 
MYF set up space for students to talk with an MYF 

representative, to gain more information about 
the program, as well as share what they need as an 
individual student to be successful. Students left 
the MYF visit with a sense of more considerable 
support from an expanded community. During 
November, MYF provided two workshops at two 
sites. The workshops focused on resume writing 
and tools to be a successful student. During 
spring 2018, MYF is eager to expand services with 
more on-site visits, one-on-one meetings, and 
workshops.

Calaveras Hills H.S. 
Career Pathways Day 

Map Your Future, SIATech & 
Opportunity Youth Academy 

November 7, 2017, was an exciting day for over 100 Calaveras Hills High School and Milpitas Adult 
Education students. Participants attended a Map Your Future Career Pathways Day; an event meant 
to expose students to careers in high-wage, high-growth, and high-need career fields. Presenters 
included David Lemos from SamTrans, Vicki Jeska from Pharmacyclics, Jose Lazares from Intapp, 
Georgianna Sassano from Applied Materials, and Marice Uy from Tesla. Each presenter highlighted one 
of Silicon Valley Career Pathways’ five industry sectors.

Moderated by Staci Lyons from Invent Your Future, the panelist kicked off the event with a discussion 
about their workforce experience, the importance of education, and the skill set companies look for in 
candidates. Students then asked panelist questions about getting their professional career started and 
showed an interest in applying for internships with Bay Area companies.

Following the panel discussion, students broke off into groups for a series of sessions with individual 
panelist. As a finale, students shared how the Career Pathways Day provided them with insight on 
becoming successful in Silicon Valley, as well as, network with prominent professionals.

We would like to thank the Milpitas Unified School District for hosting the Career Pathways Day at their 
campus, Invent your Future, and the participants for taking part in the event. Silicon Valley Career 
Pathways, San Jose City College, and Metropolitan Education District are proud sponsors of the Map 
Your Future Career Pathways Day.

SVCP TELEPHONE :      (408) 723-6467

SVCP E-MAIL:                  SVCP@sjeccd.edu
                                                SVCP@metroed.net

 SVCP ADDRESS:         760 Hillsdale Ave, Bldg 400 
                                                San Jose, CA 95136

SVCP MISSION:
To connect the educational community with business experts 
for the development of seamless career pathways to high skills, 
high wage and high growth opportunities into Silicon Valley’s 
innovative and ever-changing workforce.
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Panelist Georgianna Sassano from Applied Materials 
and Moderator Staci Lyons answer questions

Students were eager to ask advice from the program 
panelists.

For more information, 
please visit our website.

For story submissions, 
please email                 
SVCP@MetroEd.netwww.svcareerpathways.org



ONGOING PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT FOR FACULTY 

AND STAFF THROUGH  
ON-DEMAND INSTRUCTIONAL 

WEBINARS.

An Innovative Educators FREE Online Tool.

www.go2knowledge.org/svcp

www.SVCareerPathways.com

Follow us on Twitter, Instagram, and Facebook to stay                          
informed  of  the latest events and  career pathway news.


